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God Gives Us a Balanced Message 
To Live and to Give! 
 
John 1:17 “For the law was given through Moses; 
Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” 
 
In our day-to-day living … 

·  Our tires need to be balanced. 
·  Our checkbook needs to be balanced. 
·  Our meals and diet need to be balanced. 
·  Our time between work, play and family needs to be balanced. 

 
So too God’s message of our sure and certain rescue from sin, death and hell, needs to be a balanced 
message. And it most certainly is! 
 
Within our own devotional readings, in our Bible Classes and in every worship service, this balanced 
message of Law and Gospel is laid before us. And there are no “loop holes” for anyone to escape or to 
find themselves on the outside looking in. The Law includes us all, as it is written, “There is no 
difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:22-23). Our own mortality 
and frailty of life is all the evidence we need to hold forth this absolute and universal truth “All Have 
Sinned”. Romans chapter 6 reinforces this fact, “For the wages of sin is death”. 
 

But as universal and widespread is the sin that condemns us all, so universal and widespread is God’s 
love that saves us all. “God so loved the world” is proof enough. These are words from the very mouth 
of our Savior, in John 3:16. The prophet Isaiah reminds us how this love would be shown and reassured 
to each one of us. (We all know too well that actions speak louder than words.) So God put this love into 
action. “He (Jesus) was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). Isaiah wrote those 
words about 700 years before our Savior was born. What a joy to know that WE were thought about and 
loved already a long time before we were even born into this world. Saint Paul sums up this balanced 
message in his first letter to Timothy, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance; Christ 
Jesus came into the World to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). 
 
Often times this balanced message of God’s Word is referred to as the message of “Law and Gospel”, 
“Sin and Grace”, “The Bad News and The Good News”. Continue to dine on this nourishing and 
balanced Word of our Lord. Savor this source of strength in your Baptism and in partaking of his Holy 
Supper. Then put your love for Christ into action! Your lives of Christian love, your witness to others 
about this balanced message, and your faithful first-fruit offerings for the Lord’s work, are the basic 
ways God gives to each one us for expressing our gratitude and praise to him. “Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly … And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians 3:16-17). 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
We will again host a week-long Vacation Bible School. This will start August 2 and run through August 6. It will be 
morning sessions running from 9:30 AM to 11:45 AM. The VBS theme this year comes from the college students of 
Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato, MN. The theme is PUT ON THE ARMOR OF GOD.  
 

- Sign up to help. And please also register your child 
as a student. 
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�)�R�U���W�K�H���6�X�Q�G�D�\�V���$�X�J�X�V�W�����Z�H���D�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���W�R���G�R�Q�D�W�H���E�D�U�V�����G�R�Q�X�W�V���R�U���F�R�R�N�L�H�V�����6�L�J�Q�)�R�U���W�K�H���6�X�Q�G�D�\�V���$�X�J�X�V�W�����Z�H���D�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���W�R���G�R�Q�D�W�H���E�D�U�V�����G�R�Q�X�W�V���R�U���F�R�R�N�L�H�V�����6�L�J�Q�)�R�U���W�K�H���6�X�Q�G�D�\�V���$�X�J�X�V�W�����Z�H���D�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���W�R���G�R�Q�D�W�H���E�D�U�V�����G�R�Q�X�W�V���R�U���F�R�R�N�L�H�V�����6�L�J�Q�)�R�U���W�K�H���6�X�Q�G�D�\�V���$�X�J�X�V�W�����Z�H���D�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���W�R���G�R�Q�D�W�H���E�D�U�V�����G�R�Q�X�W�V���R�U���F�R�R�N�L�H�V�����6�L�J�Q���������X�S���D�Q�G���K�H�O�S���R�X�W�����X�S���D�Q�G���K�H�O�S���R�X�W�����X�S���D�Q�G���K�H�O�S���R�X�W�����X�S���D�Q�G���K�H�O�S���R�X�W����

�1�2�7�(�����H�D�F�K���G�R�Q�R�U���L�V���D�O�V�R���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���V�W�D�\���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�\���F�O�H�D�Q�1�2�7�(�����H�D�F�K���G�R�Q�R�U���L�V���D�O�V�R���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���V�W�D�\���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�\���F�O�H�D�Q�1�2�7�(�����H�D�F�K���G�R�Q�R�U���L�V���D�O�V�R���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���V�W�D�\���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�\���F�O�H�D�Q�1�2�7�(�����H�D�F�K���G�R�Q�R�U���L�V���D�O�V�R���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���V�W�D�\���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�\���F�O�H�D�Q���������X�S���D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���X�S���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���X�S���D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���X�S���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���X�S���D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���X�S���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���X�S���D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���X�S���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S��

�D�U�H�D���D�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�V�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���Y�H�U�\���D�U�H�D���D�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�V�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���Y�H�U�\���D�U�H�D���D�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�V�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���Y�H�U�\���D�U�H�D���D�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�V�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K���P�X�F�K���P�X�F�K���P�X�F�K����������
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IN SEPTEMBER, SUNDAY WORSHIP WILL BEGIN AT 10:15 a.m., and we will 
continue to offer MONDAY EVENING WORSHIP AT 7:00 p.m. 
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�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�Q���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D���F�K�L�O�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W���K�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���J�R�����$��

�V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H�J�L�Q���D�W�������������D���P�������L�Q��
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A WELL-SUITED PRAYER FOR EVERY HEAD OF THE HOUSE! 

�0�H�U�F�L�I�X�O���)�D�W�K�H�U���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����D�V���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���F�D�U�H�G���H�Q�R�X�J�K���I�R�U���P�H���W�R���J�L�Y�H���P�H���\�R�X�U���6�R�Q���D�V���P�\���6�D�Y�L�R�U�����V�R���W�H�D�F�K���P�H���D�O�V�R���0�H�U�F�L�I�X�O���)�D�W�K�H�U���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����D�V���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���F�D�U�H�G���H�Q�R�X�J�K���I�R�U���P�H���W�R���J�L�Y�H���P�H���\�R�X�U���6�R�Q���D�V���P�\���6�D�Y�L�R�U�����V�R���W�H�D�F�K���P�H���D�O�V�R���0�H�U�F�L�I�X�O���)�D�W�K�H�U���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����D�V���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���F�D�U�H�G���H�Q�R�X�J�K���I�R�U���P�H���W�R���J�L�Y�H���P�H���\�R�X�U���6�R�Q���D�V���P�\���6�D�Y�L�R�U�����V�R���W�H�D�F�K���P�H���D�O�V�R���0�H�U�F�L�I�X�O���)�D�W�K�H�U���L�Q���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�����D�V���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���F�D�U�H�G���H�Q�R�X�J�K���I�R�U���P�H���W�R���J�L�Y�H���P�H���\�R�X�U���6�R�Q���D�V���P�\���6�D�Y�L�R�U�����V�R���W�H�D�F�K���P�H���D�O�V�R��

�W�R���F�D�U�H���I�R�U���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���D���6�D�Y�L�R�U�W�R���F�D�U�H���I�R�U���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���D���6�D�Y�L�R�U�W�R���F�D�U�H���I�R�U���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���D���6�D�Y�L�R�U�W�R���F�D�U�H���I�R�U���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���D���6�D�Y�L�R�U���������O�L�N�H���O�R�Y�H�����2�S�H�Q���P�\���H�\�H�V���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�D�W���P�\���O�L�N�H���O�R�Y�H�����2�S�H�Q���P�\���H�\�H�V���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�D�W���P�\���O�L�N�H���O�R�Y�H�����2�S�H�Q���P�\���H�\�H�V���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�D�W���P�\���O�L�N�H���O�R�Y�H�����2�S�H�Q���P�\���H�\�H�V���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�D�W���P�\���R�Z�R�Z�R�Z�R�Z�Q���Q���Q���Q���Z�L�I�H���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Q�H�H�G�V���P�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���Z�L�I�H���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Q�H�H�G�V���P�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���Z�L�I�H���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Q�H�H�G�V���P�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���Z�L�I�H���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Q�H�H�G�V���P�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G��

�O�R�Y�H�����)�R�U�J�L�Y�H���P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�V���,���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���K�H�U���I�R�U���J�U�D�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G���I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�K�H�U�H���I�R�U���K�H�U�����)�R�U�J�L�Y�H���P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H�����)�R�U�J�L�Y�H���P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�V���,���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���K�H�U���I�R�U���J�U�D�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G���I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�K�H�U�H���I�R�U���K�H�U�����)�R�U�J�L�Y�H���P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H�����)�R�U�J�L�Y�H���P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�V���,���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���K�H�U���I�R�U���J�U�D�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G���I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�K�H�U�H���I�R�U���K�H�U�����)�R�U�J�L�Y�H���P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H�����)�R�U�J�L�Y�H���P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�V���,���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���K�H�U���I�R�U���J�U�D�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G���I�D�L�O�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�K�H�U�H���I�R�U���K�H�U�����)�R�U�J�L�Y�H���P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H��

�S�H�W�W�L�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���V�H�O�I�L�V�K�Q�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���E�U�L�Q�J���V�W�R�U�P�V���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���F�D�O�P���L�Q�W�R���R�X�U���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���P�D�N�L�Q�J���K�H�U���P�\�S�H�W�W�L�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���V�H�O�I�L�V�K�Q�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���E�U�L�Q�J���V�W�R�U�P�V���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���F�D�O�P���L�Q�W�R���R�X�U���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���P�D�N�L�Q�J���K�H�U���P�\�S�H�W�W�L�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���V�H�O�I�L�V�K�Q�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���E�U�L�Q�J���V�W�R�U�P�V���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���F�D�O�P���L�Q�W�R���R�X�U���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���P�D�N�L�Q�J���K�H�U���P�\�S�H�W�W�L�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���V�H�O�I�L�V�K�Q�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���E�U�L�Q�J���V�W�R�U�P�V���L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���F�D�O�P���L�Q�W�R���R�X�U���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���P�D�N�L�Q�J���K�H�U���P�\���������Z�L�I�H���Z�L�I�H���Z�L�I�H���Z�L�I�H��

�D�Q�G���P�\���O�L�I�H�¬�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q�����+�H�O�S���P�H���W�R���V�K�R�Z���K�H�U���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���L�Q���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���P�\���O�L�I�H�¬�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q�����+�H�O�S���P�H���W�R���V�K�R�Z���K�H�U���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���L�Q���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���P�\���O�L�I�H�¬�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q�����+�H�O�S���P�H���W�R���V�K�R�Z���K�H�U���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���L�Q���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���P�\���O�L�I�H�¬�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q�����+�H�O�S���P�H���W�R���V�K�R�Z���K�H�U���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���L�Q���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G����
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WELS president in India 
President Schroeder has no message this week as he continues his travels to WELS world mission fields in India 
and Hong Kong. Look for a summary of his trip in the Aug. 3 edition of “Together.” 
TOP NEWS STORIES 
Observations on Missouri Synod convention  

Rev. James Pope, professor at Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn., has returned home after 
serving as an observer to the triennial convention of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod (LCMS) held 
in Houston, July 10-17. Pope, a member of the Commission on Inter-Church Relations (CICR), was the 
official WELS representative.  

Pope says this was the most positive of the three consecutive LCMS conventions he has 
attended. The convention met under the theme “One People – Forgiven,” and Pope says there was a 
heavy emphasis on reconciliation. “It was obvious there was a concerted effort among delegates to speak 
and be passionate about a position, without tearing others down.” 

Delegates elected a new president, Rev. Matthew Harrison, who has been serving as executive 
director of LCMS World Relief and Human Care since 2001. He received 54 percent of the vote to 45 
percent for Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, the current president. “Conservatives within the Missouri Synod are 
welcoming the decision,” says Pope.  

Delegates also adopted sweeping governance restructuring resolutions—including one that 
reduced the synod’s seven program boards to two elected policy boards and another that gives the 
president the authority to choose the slate of candidates for first vice president. Those resolutions were 
advocated by Kieschnick. “The challenge Harrison is facing is implementing a major restructuring of the 
synod approved by the delegates prior to his election,” Pope says. 

Pope, who was formally recognized by the convention during his stay, says he was warmly 
received and that delegates expressed to him their appreciation for his attendance and their respect for 
WELS in general. “People are pleased WELS has representatives here,” he says. While the two synods 
both hold to the inerrancy of Scripture, salvation by grace alone, and other basic doctrines, WELS broke 
fellowship with the LCMS in 1961 over fellowship, church and ministry, and other issues. 

Pope will be preparing a full confidential report of the convention for the CICR, and a summary 
will be printed in a future edition of the Wisconsin Lutheran Quarterly, a publication of Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary. 

 
FIC series on homosexuality concludes 

Forward in Christ (FIC), the official magazine of WELS, is finishing its three-part series on 
homo-sexuality with an article offering advice to those wanting to leave the gay lifestyle. 

“We want the people in our churches to realize that if they or their friends or relatives are 
struggling with homosexuality that we’re open and willing to listen to them because we want everybody 
to have peace with God,” says Rev. Thomas Trapp, author of the final FIC article.  

Trapp, the WELS campus pastor at the University of Wisconsin–Madison for the past 30 years, 
holds a yearly Bible study on homosexuality and deals one on one with students struggling with 
homosexuality a few times a year.  

He says that the topic of homosexuality has been a focal point on campus for years but that it is 
even more prevalent recently. He says that’s because society no longer supports basic morality and the 
natural law. “One of the big lines is that homosexuality is something that you’re born with, like being 
left-handed,” says Trapp. “People are pushing it to become a physiological issue and not a moral one.”  

He says that he feels the even bigger issue is the erosion of truth. “There’s no right or wrong. It’s 
all relative,” he says. “That concept is applied to all the different issues – sexuality, stealing, cheating, 
etc.” 



The answer? “Homosexuality and sex outside of marriage are symptomatic of another deeper 
problem, and that’s one’s relationship with God,” says Trapp. “Because of one’s sinful nature, we’re all 
lonely and looking for love and need Jesus. That’s where spiritual change occurs.” 

Read Trapp’s article online at www.wels.net/homosexuality. There you will also find links to the 
first two articles in the series—real-life stories from a man and a woman who have left the homosexual 
lifestyle. 
 
 
Women’s Leadership Conference meets 

Two hundred thirty women gathered July 16-18 at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wis., 
for the second National WELS Women’s Leadership Conference. The conference included worship, 
general sessions, and breakout sessions focused on the theme “Leading with a Christ-like attitude.” 

“I really appreciated the continued reminder that it all starts with the Word,” says Mary 
Meissner, a member at St. John, Wauwatosa, Wis.  

One of those reminders came from Rev. Richard Gurgel, a professor at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary, who presented a general session on Saturday that focused on the importance of personal Bible 
study. He emphasized to attendees that those who lead and encourage need to seek God’s face in 
personal study of his Word. 

Kathie Wendland, a member at St. Peter, Mishicot, Wis., presented the keynote address, which 
was based on Philippians. Wendland explained that a Christ-like attitude begins by understanding the 
theology of the cross. She then discussed how to live and lead with a Christ-like attitude. 

Besides emphasizing the importance of being in God’s Word, the conference also equipped 
women to organize women’s ministries within their congregations and to confidently share the message 
of salvation with those around them. 

To learn more about the conference and its sponsoring organization, the WELS Women’s 
Ministry Committee, visit www.wels.net/women. 

 
WELS seniors renew support for chaplaincy 

Members of the Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors (OWLS) have given $50,000 this year 
to support the WELS Civilian Chaplaincy in Europe. At the annual OWLS convention held July 12-15 
in Manitowoc, Wis., seniors also pledged to give that same amount for each of the next two years. 

The WELS Civilian Chaplaincy in Europe, a unit of the Commission of Special Ministries, 
stations a civilian chaplain in Germany to minister to military personnel and civilians. It is not supported 
by the WELS budget.  

Rev. Carl Ziemer, director for the Commission on Special Ministries, says this gift will give the 
ministry a huge boost and help ensure its continuation. “I marvel at God’s grace and how he uses seniors 
to support this ministry with their prayers and offerings,” he says. “Even in this severe recession, godly 
seniors step forward to support the men and women in uniform ensuring that they will hear God’s Word 
and receive the sacraments.” 
More than 1,500 seniors—either as individuals or as part of one of the 56 active chapters around the 
country—are OWLS members. They meet in convention annually; more than 200 seniors attended this 
year. The organization, for WELS members age 50 or older, emphasizes the spiritual, cultural, and 
personal growth of seniors. It also works to keep its members active in ministry. In upcoming years, the 
group is looking to expand its visitation ministry, in which seniors minister to other seniors in hospitals 
and nursing homes. To learn more about the organization, contact the national office at P.O. Box 84, 
New Ulm, MN 56073; 507-354-4403; owls@newulmtel.net. 

 
Media spotlight 

Looking for your spiritual nourishment on the go? Download daily devotions for your MP3 
player at www.wels.net/streams/podcasts/series/devotions. You can also have devotions e-mailed to 
you; sign up at www.wels.net/subscribe. 

 


